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Message	from	our	President	
 
Compatriots: 
 

I hope this message finds you well, safe, healthy, and starting to return to regular 
activities.  With the decrease in COVID numbers, rising vaccination numbers, and new guidance 
from the CDC on in person activities I feel almost like the cicadas that are now roaming all over 



my neighborhood.  In a way, we are all getting back to the outside world after far too long 
spent in the dark. 
 Looking back over the past year it seems like only yesterday that I took the oath to serve 
as President of the DC Society.   Over the past year your Board of Management and Officers 
have all tried to answer a challenging question, that of, “how do we fulfill our mission to honor 
the brave legacy of our forefathers in their quest for American independence when all of the 
ways we would normally conduct our busines has been curtailed?”  We’ve had to embrace new 
tools for our meetings and think differently about how and when we can get together. 
 The first thing we’ve done is adopt a new membership management system for 
communications, events, merchandise, payments, and billing.  If you haven’t checked out our 
updated website at www.dcssar.org please do.  You can make sure your information is up to 
date, check out photos from events, read some member publications, register for upcoming 
events, and even buy society branded items if you like. 
 The second thing we did was move our board meetings and business meetings online.  
When we first started using zoom I think we all struggled with the technology, now I think we’re 
starting to get Zoom fatigue.  But it has been a great tool for board meetings and society events 
while the pandemic prevented us from gathering in person (and I honestly think we won’t be 
going back to in-person board meetings).  Over the past year we had our officer swearing-in, 
Holiday program, and Awards “banquet” all online and well-attended. 
 The third thing we did was start to think differently about our traditional events.  Our 
Fourth of July celebration was still held at the gravesite of Elbridge Gerry, but we were limited 
on the number of attendees, had to wear masks, and had to make sure all attendees were 
socially distanced.  Instead of a luncheon for our annual Yorktown commemoration we held a 
picnic in Alexandria with social distancing and individual box lunches. We did manage to 
arrange for wreath laying’s at the Washington Monument and Jefferson Memorial to celebrate 
their birthdays, but the National Park Service limited us to only 7 attendees at each, so we live-
streamed these events on our Facebook page in order to share them with our membership, 
other societies, supporters and the public. 
 Looking ahead to the coming year, recent announcements from the Mayor and 
neighboring Governors give hope that we can resume some of our traditional activities.  First up 
will be the annual Fourth of July commemoration at Elbridge Gerry’s grave at Congressional 
Cemetery (the only signer of the Declaration buried in the District of Columbia).  We hope you 
can join us for this program, where we will recognize heroes in the law enforcement community 
and join with other societies in celebrating our nation’s birthday. 
 Other events are also in the works.  Please refer to our website as we announce dates, 
times, and venues. 
 As we move forward with renewed interest in re-engaging with friends and normal 
activities, I also wanted to make a call for our members to get more involved with their society.  
We currently have vacancies in the chairmanships of the Advancement & By-laws, Meetings, 
Membership, and Ways & Means committees.  Our Sweethearts & Patriots Ball committee has 
just started making plans for the return of the Ball next February and they can always use 
volunteers.  The Young Members committee is also looking for ideas of events we can do with 
our sister DAR members.  If you have an idea for an activity and would like to work with other 
members to see it realized then please let us know and we will help you get it up and running.  



Our society is only as strong as its collective membership and we want to encourage you to share 
your talents and passions to make our society even better.   
 Thank you for your continued membership in the DC Sons of the American Revolution.  
I’m looking forward to an eventful year and hope you can join your fellow society members online 
or in person soon.  
 

 
 

Joel Patrick Hinzman 
President 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 
 

2020	Sweethearts	and	Patriots	Gala	
 

 
DJ Skelton                       photos by Brian Silver/DC Hot Spots 

 
Captivating the audience during the 2020 Sweethearts and Patriots Gala, D.J. Skelton, 
talked about his many personal challenges as a wounded warrior and his gratification to 
the many organizations that support disabled veterans such as the Gala beneficiaries, 
The Code of Support Foundation and Terre Fraternité. The Embassy of France on 
Reservoir Road in Washington was the location of the District of Columbia Sons of the 
American Revolution (“DCSAR”) sponsored Gala for the second consecutive year. The 
sixth annual Gala occurred on February 8. 
 
Mr. Skelton, Chairman of the Defense Language Foundation, served in the US Army 
from 1996 to 2018. He was severely wounded in 2004 while leading a rifle infantry 
platoon in Fallujah, Iraq. After his recovery, Mr. Skelton dedicated himself to advancing 
the causes of wounded veterans. He served as a military advisor to the Deputy 
Secretary of Defense and as a Special Assistant to the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, advising on wounded warrior policy and veterans’ issues.  
  
After the VIP reception where attendees enjoyed appetizers and chocolates courtesy of 
Le Café Descartes and music by the band, Meredith Seidel and Soul Fusion, they were 
greeted and welcomed by DCSAR President Lane D. Brooks. The band rendered The 
Star-Spangled Banner after the presentation of colors by the George Washington 
University NROTC Honor Guard. Guests were then treated to an á cappella rendition of 
the French national anthem, La Marseillaise, by Colonel Rémi Bouzereau, the French 



Military Attaché to the United States. President Brooks then acknowledged the excellent 
work of the gala co-chairs and others who efforts resulted in a successful event. 
 
The Honorable Robert M. Speer, Chairman of the Board of Trustees for The Code of 
Support Foundation provided an overview of the works of the Foundation. The 
Foundation was established in 2010 with the goal of bridging the growing divide of 
understanding and engagement between our military and civilian communities. The 
Foundation's team of trained case coordinators and veteran peer navigators 
provide assistance to struggling service members, veterans and their families (SMVF) 
as they transition into civilian life and work to build America's public awareness of the 
service and sacrifice of our military, veterans and their families through its education 
and engagement program. https://www.codeofsupport.org. Mr. Speer served as Acting 
Secretary of the United States Army in 2017. He served 28 years in the U. S. Army 
where he gained in-depth experience and progressive responsibility in command and 
staff positions in the Army and the Joint Force, to include Battalion Command in the 
82nd Airborne Division and Brigade Level Command of a Defense Agency operation. 
 
Lieutenant General Éric Margail, President of the Terre Fraternité Association, provided 
an overview of Terre Fraternité, created under the 1901 statute in 2005. The 
Association aims to help support the wounded, their loved ones, as well as the families 
of the dead in service of the French Army. This support is reflected in financial 
commitments (accommodation, assistance, etc.), aid payments, and various supports 
resulting from donations collected or partnerships. http://www.terre-fraternite.fr  General 
Margail was formerly the Commander of Headquarters Rapid Reaction Corps in France. 
 

 
His Excellency, the French Ambassador to the United States, Philippe Noël Marie Marc 
Étienne was the 2020 Sweethearts and Patriots Gala Honorary Chairman. The 
Ambassador has served the French government since 1981, most recently serving as 
the French Ambassador to Germany. He is a Knight of the National Order of Merit as 
well as the Légion d'honneur and is a graduate of the École Normale Supérieure, one of 
the most prestigious graduate schools in France. 

 
Honorary host committee members were the Honorable Mike Gallagher, Representative 
from Wisconsin's 8th Congressional District and Marine Corps Veteran, the Honorable 
Mark Takano, Representative from California’s 41st Congressional District, and the 
Honorable Michael Waltz, Representative from Florida’s 6th Congressional District and 
Army Veteran. Also serving on the committee were military retirees Vice Admiral Ed 
Straw, Jared Lyon, Edward Crawford, Justine Velez-Hagan and Kenneth Hutcherson. 
The final member of the host committee was Purple Heart and Bronze Star recipient 
Dawn Halfaker, who is the founder and Chief Executive Officer of Halfaker and 
Associates, a gala sponsor.  
 
Sweethearts and Patriots began in 2014 as a way to bring together the DC community 
to benefit organizations that support the military, veterans and their families. Since 
2014, the annual gala has been attended by 1500 people and over $130,000 has been 



raised for seven beneficiary organizations. More than $30,000 dollars was raised tonight 
in support of the two beneficiary organizations. 

Rachel E. Norman and Geoffrey Newman, DC SAR, co-chaired this 6th annual Gala.  
The Honorary co-chairs were Catherine Timbers and Dick Patten, DC SAR National 
Trustee. 

 

Annual	George	Washington’s	Birthday	Luncheon	

106th	Joint	Celebration	
 

 
“Digger” Dave Miller 

  
Commemorating the 288th birthday of George Washington, Guest Speaker “Digger” 
Dave Miller provided a very informative presentation entitled “George Washington’s 
Rediscovered Footprints” during the birthday luncheon held at the scenic Washington 
Golf and Country Club in Arlington, Va. The luncheon was held on Saturday, February 
15, 2020 and was a joint celebration with the District of Columbia Sons of the American 
Revolution (“DCSAR”), the District of Columbia Daughters of the American Revolution 
(“DCDAR”), and hosted by the District of Columbia Children of the American Revolution 
(“D.C.C.A.R.”).  

After the Invocation by Rev. John Stonesifer, State Assistant Chaplain, DCSAR, guests 
received a warm welcome from Sarah Nordlinger, State President, D.C.C.A.R. who 
moderated the opening aspects of the program. After the Pledge of Allegiance and the 
oration of the various organization creeds, Ms. Nordlinger introduced distinguished 
attendees seated at the head table who provided brief remarks. Guest then dined on 
either Pan Seared Salmon or Grilled Filet of Beef.  

“Digger” Miller is an engineer, analyst and project manager by day and a part-time 
researcher of local history in his spare time, where he passionately “digs” through piles 
of research looking for local historical treasures. He has spent 10 years researching 
over 10,000 reference sources to uncover the historic footprints of 200 American 



Heroes, including George Washington in the Greater Washington DC area.  He 
identifies events, homes, and structures associated with these American heroes and 
has identified hundreds of newly discovered surviving structures for historical 
preservation. 

Digger discussed how George Washington envisioned the Potomac River as a highway 
to the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers and Valleys for the District of Columbia (“DC”) to 
become the center for commerce. He talks about the obstacles at Great Falls and 
George Washington’s Potowmack Canal Company having to cut through 36 feet of solid 
rock. General Washington assisted in the selection of the area below the Potomac River 
Falls above Georgetown as the future location of the District of Columbia and provided 
guidelines, feedback and approval for Pierre Charles L’Enfant’s DC city plans.  He also 
provided guidelines, feedback and the subsequent approval of James Hoban’s design 
of the White House.  

Digger presented how General Washington started his military career in Old Town 
Alexandria, Virginia and identified the seven surviving homes in Old Town where 
Washington lodged along with 12 additional homes in the neighboring State of 
Maryland. Finally, Digger addressed how General Washington was very active with his 
local churches, four of which he identified in his presentation. 

DCDAR State Vice Regent Cindy Hays inducted new members into the Daughters of 
the American Revolution. The program concluded with the benediction by Rev. 
Stonesifer after which Kathryn Orta, D.C.C.A.R. Senior State President, provided guests 
with information about the C.A.R. 125th anniversary celebration.  

 
 

2020	DCSAR	Installation	of	Officers	
 

 
 
The District of Columbia Sons of the American Revolution held its Installation of Officers 
ceremony on Sunday, April 19, 2020 at 7:45 pm. The black-tie-with-regalia virtual event 
was simulcast to each member’s home through the marvels of modern technology, 



specifically the Zoom application. The ceremony was preceded by a brief cocktail 
period. 
  
The meeting was called to order by DCSAR President Lane D. Brooks followed by the 
invocation offered by Assistant Chaplain Rev. Dr. John D. Stonesifer.  Cindy Hays, DC 
DAR State Regent-elect, presented the American flag from her living room, and the 
Pledge of Allegiance was led by DCSAR Vice President William O. Ritchie. NSSAR 
Vice President General Ernest L Sutton administered the oath of office to the newly-
elected officers. Brief remarks were made by incoming DCSAR President Joel P. 
Hinzman, who then led the membership in a toast appropriate to the occasion.  
 
 

 

2020	DCSAR	Independence	Day	Kickoff	
 

 
 

The District of Columbia Society Sons of the American Revolution (“DCSAR”), the 
District of Columbia Daughters of the American Revolution (“DCDAR”), the Children of 
the American Revolution (“C.A.R.”) and members of many other lineage and patriotic 
organizations gathered on the Fourth of July 2020 for our traditional Independence Day 
kickoff at Congressional Cemetery. The purpose was to honor and remember Vice 
President Elbridge Gerry and all the other Signers of the Declaration of Independence. 
Vice President Gerry is the only Signer buried in Washington, D.C.  
 



Elbridge Gerry was born in Marblehead, Massachusetts, on July 17, 1744, one of 
Thomas and Elizabeth Greenleaf Gerry's 11 children. A former ship's captain who 
emigrated from England in 1730, Thomas Gerry was a pillar of the Marblehead 
community, serving as a justice of the peace and selectman and as moderator of the 
town meeting. Gerry was elected to the second Continental Congress in December 
1775, serving until 1780 and again from 1783 to 1785. He was one of four delegates 
chosen by the Massachusetts legislature to attend the 1787 Constitutional Convention. 
Gerry served in the United States House of Representatives during the First and 
Second Congresses (1789-1793). A conciliatory and moderate legislator, he supported 
Treasury Secretary Alexander Hamilton's proposals to fund the Revolutionary War debt 
and to establish a national bank.1  
 
The vice presidency had been vacant for nearly a year by the time Gerry took office as 
the nation's fifth vice president on March 4, 1813. His predecessor, died in office on 
April 20, 1812. Gerry would die in office before the end of his term in 1814. After Gerry's 
interment at Congressional Cemetery, the United States claimed victory over Great 
Britain. The young nation received few tangible concessions from the British under the 
Treaty of Ghent, but a new generation of leaders viewed America's "victory" in the War 
of 1812 as a reaffirmation of the ideals that had animated and sustained Elbridge Gerry 
since the summer of 1776.1 

 
During the program, two new members were inducted into DCSAR by State Secretary 
Paul Hays. Compatriot Jonathan Carothers is a fifth great grandson of Magdalena 
Adams, who as a widow paid the Pennsylvania Supply Tax in 1782 and therefore 
qualifies as a patriot ancestor in her own right.  Compatriot Brian Jack is a fifth great 
grandson of Jonas Nicholas, a Private in the 1st Regiment of New York Levies. 
Compatriot Jack is the White House Political Director.  
  
DCSAR President Joel Hinzman 2020 SAR Law Enforcement Commendation and 
Medal Award to the family of Officer Robert Fleet.  

 
On August 20, 1874 at about 0129 hours Washington Metropolitan Police Department 
Officer Robert Fleet of the Second Precinct while on duty observed a building fire while 
standing on the corner of 15th and Q Streets NW. Reportedly, the officer ran to fire box 
#79 to turn in an alarm. He sounded the alarm using a key to the old-fashioned 
telegraph system two alarm boxes with a telegraphic key that were used to report 
neighborhood fires. He immediately fell dead with his key still in the alarm box. It was 
opined that the exertion of running and excitement caused the rupture of a blood vessel. 
Others attribute his death to apoplexy, which is unconsciousness or incapacity resulting 
from a cerebral hemorrhage or stroke.2  
 
Officer Fleet was the second person of color appointed to the police force on October 
29, 1869 and served over three years in the fourth precinct. During April 1873, he was 
transferred to the second precinct where he served until the time of his death. The 
funeral of Officer Fleet took place on August 24th at his residence of 2039 K Street NW. 
The remains were attended by a detail of police, under Lieutenant Cornelius Noonan, 



and were interred in Harmony Cemetery. Reportedly, there was hardly an officer on the 
force more generally liked, being of quiet, unassuming manners, and faithful and 
discreet in the discharge of his duties. As was remarked by some of the officers who 
had been his colleagues, he was a gentleman.2 

 
Officer Fleet is listed as a member of the department in the US Interior Department 
MPD roster on September 13, 1871.  
Robert Fleet was found to have enlisted in the US Navy on May 30, 1859 and served in 
the capacity of a waiter. On July 25, 1863 was listed in the U.S. Colored Troops, 22nd 
Regiment Company C and held the rank of Private and the position of feed merchant. 
He was discharged at some point after the conclusion of the Civil War.  
 
Officer Fleet was survived by his wife and two children. During August of 2019 two of 
Officer Fleet’s second great grandsons, Clayton and Simeon Deskins and second great 
granddaughter Donna Shoulders were identified via genealogy by DCSAR. All are 
currently living in the Washington, DC area. The award was presented to the Simeon 
Deskins who represented his family during the program.  
 
The event was covered by reporter Derrick Ward of NBC4 in Washington, DC, which 
aired the commemoration during the 6pm news hour on July 4th and also featured same 
on their webpage. The event was also mentioned on WTOP all-news radio on July 5th 
and on YouTube.   
 

2020 District Meeting of the AMSC 
 

On Saturday, August 8, 2020, DCSAR hosted the Virtual 2020 District Meeting of the 
AMSC. 125 members from 6 States and the District of Columbia were participants. The 
on-line meeting was successful and occurred without any technical difficulties. 
 
 



 
 

2020	Public	Safety	Awards	
 

 
 



During a socially distancing program held at the Tactical Training Center, the 
Metropolitan Police Department held its Annual Awards Ceremony on September 22, 
2020 commencing at 4:00 pm. DCSAR Senior Vice President William Ritchie was 
invited to present the SAR Law Enforcement Commendation and Medal to Third District 
Officers Kfir Gamliel and Joseph Young. Chief of Police Peter Newshum accepted the 
award on behalf of the two officers who were unable to attend. The event was originally 
scheduled for March 17, 2020 but was postponed until today associated with the Covid-
19 Pandemic. 

On July 14, 2019, at approximately 2:57 AM, officers responded to an accident in the 
rear of 1301 U Street, NW.  Upon arriving on scene, they observed a pedestrian 
unconscious, under the vehicle.  The officers called for DC Fire and Emergency Medical 
Services (“DCFEMS”).  While awaiting their arrival, Officer Young used the jack in the 
vehicle to lift the vehicle.  When the vehicle was high enough, Officer Young pulled the 
pedestrian out from underneath the vehicle.   

Officer Gamliel arrived shortly after and realized the pedestrian was not breathing. He 
inserted an issued nasal device, as well as applied the issued mouth cover before 
administering CPR.  He was able to resuscitate the victim and keep him breathing until 
DCFEMS arrived on the scene and took over the medical needs of the victim. Based on 
their dedication and quick action, Officers Young and Gamliel were able to remove a 
victim from harm, and keep him alive for further medical attention. 

The MPD Tactical Village is a pre-engineered, metal building that houses four one- and 
two-story masonry structures intended to replicate an urban neighborhood setting and 
streetscapes for use in police training. The facility was constructed for training new 
cadets and recertification for officers on duty. The streetscape includes an entry street, 
a main street, a cross street and two alleyways on which five training modules have 
been constructed. It is an impressive training facility.  

2020	Yorktown	Victory	Celebration	Picnic	
 



 
Joel P. Hinzman – DCSAR President 

 
A scenic area within Fort Ward Museum and Park located in Alexandria, VA was the 
location of the 1st Yorktown Victory Celebration Picnic sponsored by DCSAR. The picnic 
commenced at 11:00 am on October 18, 2020 where all guests wore mask and 
practiced social distancing. The event celebrated the 238th anniversary of the American 
Victory at Yorktown and the major contributions to its success by France and French 
Heroes to the Revolution. Guests either brought their own lunch or were served a picnic 
box.  
 
DCSAR President Joel P. Hinzman provided the following overview: “On September 28, 
1781, General George Washington, commanding a force of 17,000 French and 
Continental troops, began the siege known as the Battle of Yorktown against British 
General Lord Charles Cornwallis and a contingent of 9,000 British troops at 
Yorktown, Virginia, in the most important battle of the Revolutionary War. With the 
opening of forty-one Allied guns on October 9, 1781, Cornwallis' position, already tenuous, was 
made so indefensible that surrender negotiations started less than a week later on October 17. 
 
The surrender of over 7,000 British troops on October 19, 1781 did not end the war. The end 
came in 1783 after Washington moved back to New York City, with the Peace of Paris signed 
by a British government installed largely as a result of Washington's victory. 
 
In truth, Washington commanded an allied army, in which the French component was very 
important. A French army expeditionary force had been stationed in New England since 1780, 
and soldiers from this French contingent (when combined with others brought up from the 
West Indies) comprised nearly half of Washington’s forces. Cornwallis refused to attend the 
surrender ceremony, citing “illness” so his second in command, Brigadier General Charles 



O’Hara led the British army on to the field.  In a symbolically important gesture, O’Hara had 
tried to surrender to the Comte de Rochambeau, the French commander, only for 
Rochambeau diplomatically to insist that he was merely an American auxiliary. The reluctant 
O’Hara therefore offered his sword to Washington, who in turn insisted that his second-in-
command should take the British surrender. Rochambeau followed military etiquette to the 
letter, but by doing so created a misleading impression of the French contribution. 
 
Not only did French heavy artillery relentlessly pound Cornwallis’s defensive works, but French 
troops played a key part in capturing an important British redoubt. But before this moment, the 
French navy had sealed Cornwallis’s fate by leaving him trapped and without realistic hope of 
help. 
 
So today, the day before the 238th anniversary of the American and French forces victory at 
Yorktown, we celebrate the triumph of the alliance that is still strong to this day, that of the 
United States and France.” 
 
Two new members were inducted during the celebration. Timothy Maurice Reardon of 
Alexandria, VA is the 3rd great grandson of Jared Ingersoll, who served as a member of 
the Continental Congress in 1780 and 1781 and also an aide-de-camp to the Governor 
of Pennsylvania. Douglas Bunton Tomb of Falls Church, VA is the 4th great grandson of 
Private Josiah Moody, who served in Col. John Stark’s New Hampshire Regiment. They 
are pictured below with DCSAR President Hinzman, DCSAR Secretary Paul Hays and 
Mrs. Beverly Tomb, a member of the Eleanor Wilson Chapter, DCDAR. Masks were 
temporarily removed during the photo shoot.  
 



 
 

The posthumous memorial inductee was Daniel Pierson Redmond (d. July 2018) who 
was the 4th great grandson of Moses Felt, a private in two different companies of the 
Massachusetts militia. Compatriot Sean Redmond was presented with his father’s 
certificate. 
 
Compatriot Tom Readmond was presented with certificates representing seven 
approved supplemental applications bringing his total proven Patriot Ancestors to 
fifteen.  
 
Concluding, guests joined President Hinzman in raising a glass in a toast to France, 
General Rochambeau, the Marquis de Lafayette and the French Forces, General 
George Washington, and to the United States. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



2020	SAR	Holiday	Dinner	
 

 
 

DCSAR held its annual Holiday Dinner on December 3, 2020 at 6:30 PM. The virtual 
dinner was highlighted with a presentation by Dr. Jim Ambuske on the Richard H. 
Brown Revolutionary War Map Collection which was recently donated to the Library. 
Featuring over 1,000 individual objects that date between 1740 and 1799 – including 
manuscript and print maps, bound atlases, watercolor views sheds, and other 
documents – the collection will offer new opportunities for researching and teaching the 
history of the American Revolution, Early Republic, and eighteenth-century cartography.  

The maps, some of them one-of-kind, drawn in pen, ink and watercolor, come from the 
collection of Richard H. Brown, a businessman, author and expert on Revolutionary 
War-era maps and images. 

The Fred W. Smith National Library for the Study of George Washington’s recent 
acquisition of the Richard H. Brown Revolutionary War Map Collection positions the 
Library as one of the world’s leading centers for the study of cartography in the era of 
the American Revolution. 

Dr. Ambuske is the Digital Historian at the Fred W. Smith National Library for the 
Study of George Washington at Mount Vernon.  He leads the Center for Digital History 
at the Washington Library, and directs a number of projects, including the Digital 
Encyclopedia of George Washington. 

Dr. Ambuske discussed the watercolor collection of Charlestown, MA by British officer 
Richard Williams, done shortly after the Battle of Bunker Hill in June 1775. He focused 



on the ink and watercolor manuscript panoramic view depicting the area around Boston 
during the siege after the Battle of Bunker Hill, as seen from across the river at Beacon 
Hill. The maps are useful to communicate events of the early Revolutionary War period 
since we do not have any photographs.  
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