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The State of Maryland enacted “An Act for the better security of the government,” in the session 
of the legislature beginning 31 Oct. 1777 and ending 3 Dec. 1777.2  This required free men over 
18 to take the oath of fidelity to the state by 1 March 1778, allowing every “quaker, menonist or 
dunker” to declare and affirm rather than swear allegiance, with severe restrictions on those who 
failed or refused to do so.  The same statute required  

That every constable of every hundred shall, before the first day of March next, make out a 
fair alphabetical list of all the free male inhabitants, residents in his hundred, and not out of 
the state, or hereafter not exempted from making the said oath, or affirmation, who shall be 
of the age of eighteen years, on or before the aforesaid first day of March, and a copy of the 
said list, with all convenient dispatch, transmit to the governor and council, and the original 
list shall deliver to the next county court of his county which shall happen after the aforesaid 
first day of March next, there to be recorded. 

Comparing the enumeration to the returns of those who swore or affirmed fidelity enabled the 
county to treble tax non-jurists and restricted in their rights. 
 
Montgomery County, Maryland made a copy of those who swore or affirmed fidelity in Court 
Records 1777-1781 followed by an enumeration of men 18 and over for the County in Court 
Record 1777-1781 (Maryland State Archives, Court Proceedings, C1137-1).  The former list 
provides evidence of Revolutionary service; the latter list provides evidence of residence.  These 
documents are of special interest to the District of Columbia SAR because portions of the 
District were formed from Montgomery County in 1790. 
 
Seventeen returns of oaths and affirmations of fidelity are recorded in the court record. 
 Magistrate Date (if any) Pages 

Oaths of Fidelity  
Charles Jones    Certified 2 Mar. 1778  55-56 
Edward Burgess     56-58 
William Deakins     58-59 
Aneas Campbell  Oaths taken between 31 Jan. 1778 and 2 Mar. 1778 59-60 
Joseph Wilson  Certified 2 Mar. 1778 60-62 
Richard Thompson  Certified 2 Mar. 1778, with one added 7 Mar. 1778 62-63 
Samuel Wade Magruder    63-64 
James Offutt    64-65 
Gerard Briscoe     65-66  
Elisha Williams  28 Feb. 1778 66-68 

 
1 This introduction may be used for non-commercial purposes with attribution to the author.  Other use requires 
permission of the author. 
2 Laws of Maryland, Annapolis, Frederick Green (printer to the State), 1787, pp. 187-191.  For further information 
about oaths in Maryland and other states, see Sinks, John D., “Oaths of Allegiance During the American 
Revolution,” at sar.org and dcssar.org. 



Thomas Sprigg Wooton     68 
In Court     70-71 

Affirmations of Fidelity  
Edward Burgess     68-69 
Gerard Briscoe     69 
William Deakins     69 
Joseph Wilson  24 Jan. 1778, certified 2 Mar. 1778 69-70 
In Court     71 

The Maryland State Archives in the Governor and Council records has the separate returns for 
the justices (S963-56 through S963-66), but no return for oaths taken in Court.3 
 
The 1778 enumeration of Montgomery divided the county into ten hundreds.  The Linganore 
Hundred is missing.4  The total number of men in each hundred was listed. 

Name of Hundred Number of Men Pages 
George Town      91 71 
Lower Potomack    175 72-73 
North West    102 73 
Upper Newfoundland    139 73-74 
Rock Creek    159 74-75 
Seneca    164 75-76 
Lower Newfoundland    162 76-77 
Upper Potomack    202 77-78 
Sugar Loaf    300 78-80 
Sugarland    309 80-81  

A total of 1,803 men were enumerated in the ten hundreds.  Some additional men would have 
been out of the state or exempt by virtue of on active military duty. 
 

 
3 The return of James Offutt (S963-57) has been erroneously indexed as the return of “Mr. Hull.”  The signature on 
the return is very difficult to read, but is “J. Offutt.”  Those listed in S963-57 as taking the oath of fidelity match 
taking the oath under James Offutt in Court Record 1777-1781 and a “Mr. Hull” has not been found who was in a 

position of authority to administer oaths of fidelity.   
4 The Linganore Hundred was included in the 1777 Montgomery County Levy List (Maryland State Archives, 
C1131-1) and was combined into District 3 in the 1783 Montgomery County Tax List (Maryland State Archives, 
S1005-108-63). 
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